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 232 REVIEWS

 The author, in order no doubt to find the flowers at their best, made a great
 part of his journey in the summer, and consequently suffered considerably
 from wet weather and from insects. The future traveller in this region would
 do well, if he is not specially interested in botany, to time his travels for the
 drier winter months.

 A few small errors may be noted. Should not the Feng-shui-ling of
 chapter iii. be Fen-shui-ling, Le. Watershed Range ? I should not like to
 assert this positively, but the latter name is very common in China, and seems
 the more probable of the two. The photographs of " Cane bridge over the
 Ngawchang River," and "The Monastery, Putao Village," have been trans-
 posed, and consequently the wrong page numbers are given in the List of
 Illustrations at the beginning of the book. In the footnote on p. 42, " Appendix
 II." should be "Appendix I."

 Such small mistakes are scarcely worth mentioning, and do not detract
 from the value of a most interesting book of travel in a hitherto undescribed
 country. It is much to be hoped that Captain Kingdon Ward will continue
 his explorations on this frontier, and will give us the result of his observations
 in some more volumes of this kind. There is still much unknown ground
 here. H. R. Davies.

 Early Travels in India, 1583-1619.? Edited by William Foster, C.I.E.
 Oxford : University Press. 1921. 12s. 6d. net.

 British Beginnings in Western India.? Hugh George Rawlinson. Oxford :
 Clarendon Press. 1920. Sketch-maps and Illustrations. 7s.6d.net.
 The pioneers of British enterprise in the East have always been prime

 favourites with the students of the great ventures of our countrymen in foreign
 parts. Alone, or by twos or threes, they made for the centres of a society and
 civilization entirely strange to them, and there, in the midst of danger and
 difficulty, they compassed their aim with a courage, pertinacity, and resource-
 fulness which bequeathed an easier task to their successors. Amid all their
 anxieties, too, they kept their eyes open to the characteristics and resources of
 the different parts of India which they visited, and to the vivid and picturesque
 style of their narrative can be added the general accuracy of their observations,
 to which modern investigators have borne witness.

 Until the recent publication, under Mr. Foster's editorship, of Sir T. Roe's
 account of his mission to Jehangir, the record of these experiences had to be
 sought for in the numerous and portly volumes of Hakluyt and Purchas, or
 traced to.rare or forgotten pamphlets. Now that the relations of this country
 to India are entering, in certain aspects, a new phase, a brief account at
 first hand of how those relations were first established is opportune. The
 editor being again Mr. Foster, it may be safely assumed that the selection of
 the travellers and the arrangement and annotation of their letters or journals
 are what they ought to be. Particularly useful is the fitting of each contri?
 bution into the picture by means of a short prefatory biography. There is
 thus presented a general view of life in the Mughal dominions as it appeared
 to seven intelligent, and on the whole sympathetic, Englishmen of an era of
 high adventure. The field of their survey was comparatively limited since
 they all made straight for the court of the Emperor, which ranged between
 Lahore and Ahmedabad though resting longest near the western bank of the
 Jamna. A few entered India from the north-west, but most landed at Surat
 and made their way up country by the Tapti and Central India, or by Ahmeda?
 bad and Ajmir. Some, again, like Fitch and Withington, took opportunities
 for lengthy excursions to Pegu and Lower Sind respectively, but their business
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 was to stick close to the court until they had secured the trade or the con-
 cession they wanted. Notwithstanding wide differences in personality and
 opportunity, the travellers are in general agreement as to essentials. The
 accounts given by the merchants show the greatest sameness, while the most
 comprehensive and circumstantial narrative is that of the chaplain Terry, who,
 though he saw less of India than the rest, had the privilege of being for some
 months the host of the incomparable " globe-trotter," Tom Coryat. The two
 letters from Coryat himself are especially interesting, as Mr. Foster has re-
 produced them from the original pamphlets, whereas Purchas made extracts
 only. So, too, in the case of Withington, the editor has supplied a full reprint
 of the original diary. The aid of scholars of to-day has been enlisted
 abundantly in the elucidation of names of places and people and in the tran?
 scription of the Indian words generally. The work, then, may be summed up
 as an interesting and convenient guide to an important phase of our early
 efforts at peaceful penetration.

 Mr. Rawlinson's book and Mr. Foster's are complementary to each other.
 The one depicts the efforts of the early travellers to find out what were the
 resources and trade openings of India, and then to negotiate for a footing in
 the country ; the other is, as it were, an intensive study of that footing when
 gained, and the uses to which it was put. In regard to the earlier years, there?
 fore, the authors cover a good deal of the same ground, though Mr. Rawlinson
 is less concerned than Mr. Foster with events in upper India. The general
 object of the pioneers was to establish a centre through which to tap the trade
 of India, and to secure a share in the then more lucrative spice trade with the
 Far East. This implied a challenge to the maritime supremacy of Portugal in
 Eastern waters. For all these purposes, Surat was the most convenient port.
 It was the main export centre of the Mughal dominions, the gate of Mecca for
 Muslim pilgrims, and was surrounded by country rich in natural products and
 manufactures. Some years passed, however, before the obstacles raised by the
 Portuguese were overcome. In the long run, British merchandise prevailed
 over Jesuit diplomacy at Agra, and, after varying fortunes, the Portuguese
 fleet was driven south, and " got into a hole called Bombay," a hole then
 meaning merely a safe anchorage, without any aspersions upon the adjacent
 settlement. Sixty years later the position was reversed, and British head?
 quarters were formally transferred from Surat to " the better hole."

 The book is well written and put together. Having access to the records of
 the East India Company both in India and in London, the author is able to
 correct many mistakes found in the works of his predecessors. By judicious
 selection, too, from the somewhat diffuse contemporary authorities, he concen?
 trates the attention upon one highly important phase of our relations with India,
 on which he will be found a helpful guide. In one or two points of no par?
 ticular moment he is open to criticism. For instance, he attributes greater
 authority to the Partition Bull of 1493 than is now generally allowed to it (cf.
 June Journal, pp. 435-433)- Again, it is not safe to accept Terry's hearsay
 account of the burial of poor Tom Coryat at the mouth of the Tapti, about
 12 miles from Surat. At all events, about half a century ago, there were
 remains of tombs not far from the north-eastern gate of the city, which tallied
 with the account given by Herbert of the place of Coryat's burial; but they
 were swept away by floods about 1887. Finally, neither of the two English
 factories can now be traced, though the sites are known approximately and
 are covered by modern houses. j. A. B.
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